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To: Executive Directors to the IMF

Dear Executive Directors,

Civil Society Petition to the IMF Board on Cuts in Ghana’s Basic Education
2023 Budgetary Allocation and Medium-Term (2023-2025) Expenditure
Framework for Education and the Ghana School Feeding Programme

On 12t December 2022, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) reached a staff-level
agreement with the Government of Ghana on economic policies and reforms to be
supported by a new three-year arrangement under the Extended Credit Facility (ECF)
of about US$ 3 billion. Ghana has since been working to meet the conditions precedent
to a Board Level approval.

Prior to the staff level agreement, Civil Society representatives in Ghana held two
meetings with the IMF team in Accra, during which the IMF assured participants of its
commitment to protect social protection and related budgets from expenditure cuts, as
part of the expenditure rationalization conditionalities. Specific areas of assurances
were basic education, the School Feeding Programme in primary schools, and cash
grants to the poorest.

However, the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework (2023-2025) presented to the
IMF by the Government of Ghana, including the expenditure allocations in the Budget
Statement for 2023 - the inception budget for the IMF Programme, indicates:

12 per cent of the national budget allocated to education for 2023.

11 per cent projected expenditure allocation to education in 2024 and 2025.

3 per cent GDP allocation to education in 2023.

2 per cent GDP allocation to education in 2024 and 2025.

25 per cent decline in the projected expenditure allocation for the basic school
feeding programme in 2025.
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The allocations above are in sharp contrast with the minimum financing benchmarks
established by the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) i.e. 15 per cent of national
budget, and 4 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) allocated to education, which
the majority of the IMF Board Member-countries agree to, support and have pledged
to champion.

In the case of Ghana, the President, His Excellency Nana Akufo-Addo was recently
selected as the GPE Education Financing Ambassador responsible for encouraging



other countries in Africa to commit at least 15 per cent of their national budgets and 4
per cent of GDP to education, bearing in mind that effective and efficient financing is
crucial for the attainment of the education Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 4) in
sub-Saharan Africa.

The 2023 education budgetary cuts have not only reduced education’s share of the
national budget and GDP, but severely affected, by over 40 per cent, the allocation of
resources for providing teaching and learning materials in public basic schools
(especially textbooks, which have been in short supply since a new curriculum was
adopted four years ago), funds for managing basic schools (Capitation Grant), and
basic school infrastructure.

Economically unrealistic allocations to the Ghana School Feeding Programme in the
2023 budget, coupled with projected freeze/cuts in the Programme’s expenditure
allocation for 2024-2025 threaten to reduce the number of beneficiaries of the one hot
meal a day intervention for 3.5 million public basic school children by up to 25 per cent.
Today, Ghana School Feeding Programme caterers have declared a nationwide strike
due to poor funding.

These pernicious expenditure cuts are happening at a critical time when 1 million
Ghanaian children aged 4-18 are out of school, over 5,000 public basic schools exist
under trees, sheds, and dilapidated structures, 2.3 million public basic school children
do not have access to desks, and less than a quarter of primary school graduates are
exhibiting minimum competencies in Mathematics and English. This is not only inimical
to the attainment of universal basic enrolment and completion with relevant learning
outcomes by 2030, but the sustenance of modest gains made recently in enhancing
equitable access.

We, the undersigned Civil Society Organizations, with a membership of over 600,
working across Ghana to promote access to quality basic education and social
protection, call on the IMF Board to live up to its promises, remove these brutal cuts,
and ensure the Government of Ghana is able to meet the following conditions
subsequent to final approval:

a. Review the 2023 budget to reflect a minimum of 15 per cent national budgetary
allocation and 4 per cent of GDP to education.

b. Restore the 40 per cent cuts in the basic education budget for goods and
services.

c. Within the anticipated increase, make specific allocations for basic education
infrastructure development.

d. Review the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework of the education sector to
reflect a minimum of the 15 per cent national budgetary allocation and 4 per
cent of projected GDP.

e. Reverse projected medium-term expenditure cuts to the Ghana School Feeding
Programme and increase allocations in line with increasing inflationary trends.



The above demands are highly possible with expenditure cuts in the cost of
government machinery, which is exceedingly high due to the large size of
government.

Respectfully submitted.

Accra, Ghana.

27t April 2023.

Petitioning organizations:

Africa Education Watch.

ActionAid Ghana.

Oxfam in Ghana.

SEND Ghana.

World Vision Ghana.

School For Life.

Norsaac.

Coalition Against the Privatization and Commercialization of Education

(CAPCOE).

9. Ghana National Education Campaign Coalition (GNECC), representing 48

CSOs across Ghana.

10.Northern Network for Education Development (NNED), representing 89 CSOs in

the Northern parts of Ghana.
11.Ghana CSOs Platform on SDGs, representing 480 CSOs across Ghana.
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